From Tilsit to Chaumont
in French, Le Mercure Britannique, on the plan of the extinct Mercure de France. Pitt, during his first premiership, recognised the refugee's abilities by employing him on several little Foreign Office missions; he eventually rewarded his services by giving his widow a pension of ^300 a year and his son an appointment in the Audit Office. Indue time this son succeeded to his father's official career, and was himself followed by a son of his own who, beginning life in the Board of Trade and as private secretary to Lord Taunton, helped Cobden in his French commercial treaty and became afterwards Sir Louis Malet, Permanent Under-Secretary at the India Office. The exact precedent for the international enterprise of Spanish patriotism in 1808, had been in 1794 the mission of Count Alfred de Puisaye, the leader of the royalist rising against the Republic in la Vendee ; De Puisaye's adventures, before he succeeded in escaping to England, recall the wanderings and escapes of the Young Pretender in the Western Highlands. De Puisaye himself, though kindly received by Pitt, only succeeded in promoting the disastrous Quiberon expedition.
"It was," at a later date said Napoleon, "that fatal peninsular adventure which ruined me.'* Before that, however, when one of those about him pointed out the risk of invading Spain, Bonaparte's words had been, " Believe me, countries governed by monks are not hard to conquer." The sneer sank deeply into the ecclesiastical mind of the threatened country. It transformed Churchmen into diplomatists and soldiers. It was a Franciscan friar, Jean Rico, who, in Valencia, first planned and led the national rising against the French.
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